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at the same time the long detention which the Speke, Pacifick and Ponsbourne
met with at Spithead from contrary winds.   We hope, however, they took the
opportunity of sailing about the same time as the Fox, and that we shall soon
have some accounts of them in these parts.   We now find by your advices
to that Presidency of the 4th of January that the Falmouth is not to return
to you but only taken up for the run to India to assist in bringing out our
recruits.   Those gentlemen expected to give the Earl of Middlesex her dis-
patches about the end of this month, and at their request we transmit you a
copy of the invoice of provisions put on board her here for victualling the
prisoners from the French Islands, that the commander may account with
you for the same. We also forward a packet received from them to your address
with one from the gentlemen at Fort Marlbro'.   The Buckingham having con*
eluded her destination to that place, we understand is likewise arrived at Fort
St. George.
56.   The Mint Master having laid before the Select Committee a represen-
tation setting forth the inconveniences resulting to  the Company and the
publick from the stop put to the issuing of new siccas and the difficulties and
danger consequent on any attempt to a general recoinage or abolition of the
annual fall of the batta on sicca rupees, the same has been referred to us
and is at present under our consideration.   He has now presented an address
to the Board with, seperate statements of the mint for a year before and after
he took charge of it, and the assay book from the latter time to which he
referred us for an explanation of the advantages arising from the regulations
proposed by him in the month of January, and at his request, we transmit you
in the packet copies of those different addresses, as also the assay book, and
copies of the statements accompanying the last to the Board, that by referring
them to and consulting the Tower Office, you may be perfectly satisfied of the
nature of the improvements he has made and how far his appointment to
the direction of the mint has answered expectation.
57. The members of the Select Committee have entered a minute in reply
to Mr. Leycester's beforementioned confirming his dissent to the diminution of
the Council; Messrs. Leycester and Gray have also on their parts delivered
in other minutes upon the sentiments recorded by the Committee on their
conduct and Mr. Burdett's in not conforming to Mr. Sumner's desire upon the
same subject; Mr. Leycester, a further one touching the powers of the Com-
mittee to which last they have informed him, they shall reply to you in their
own department; and Mr. Gray, another in consequence of imputations laid
to his charge before Lord CHve, which he has desired may be enquired
into before the Board, and his Lordship has acquainted him shall be commu-
nicated accordingly. You will find all these recorded on the proceedings of
the 25th instant and we beg to refer them with the rest to your perusal
and consideration.
58. We have also received an answer from Mr. Burdett to Lord Olive's
minute upon his resignation and the letter referred to in it from Rajah
Dolubram, confirming his first reason assigned for quitting the service at the
time he did, and declining to answer to the demand from Roy Dolub till he
should be first informed what punishment would be inflicted on him if he
should prove him guilty of a falsehood, upon which his Lordship has minuted
that he has not leizure at present to reply but will do it fully by the next ship.